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EM HQ Organization*
(September 19, 2022)

*Org charts regularly updated and posted to 
https://www.energy.gov/em/articles/em-organization-chart

https://www.energy.gov/em/articles/em-organization-chart
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DOE/EM Strategic Planning 
includes Waste Management

1. EM Program Plan, 
outlining a decision 
roadmap the cleanup 
program will use as a guide 
over the next two decades 
(released September 22, 
2022)

2. EM Strategic Vision: 
2022–2032         
(updated in late 2021)

3. Calendar 2022 
Priorities List 

Checkout the Office of Environmental 
Management | Department of Energy website 
at: https://www.energy.gov/em/office-
environmental-management

https://www.energy.gov/em/office-environmental-management
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https://www.energy.gov/em/em-mission-priorities

EM CY22 Mission and Priorities
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EM By the Numbers - Examples
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EM by the Numbers - Examples
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EM by the Numbers – Examples 
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EM by the Numbers - Examples 
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West Valley Demonstration Project

Main Plant Process Building Demolition

• In August 2022 employees safely 
completed removing over 98% of the 
radioactivity including more than seven 
miles of contaminated piping and over 50 
tons of contaminated equipment.  Liquid  
nitrogen — up to 60,000 pounds per 
square inch — was an aggressive, yet 
safe, cleaning application.

• In mid-September workers at the West 
Valley Demonstration Project began the 
demolition of the Main Plant Process 
Building in September 2022.  

Expected to take 30 months
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• The Justice40 Initiative is a requirement of Executive Order 14008, 
Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad

• The Justice40 Initiative establishes a goal that 40% of the overall benefits 
of certain Federal investments flow to disadvantaged communities. 

• On July 20, 2021, the Interim Implementation Guidance for the Justice40 
Initiative was issued pursuant to Executive Order 14008.  The guidance 
supports the Administration’s comprehensive approach to advancing 
environmental justice.

• Federal agencies are directed to conduct robust stakeholder engagement 
and Tribal consultation as they implement the Justice40 Initiative.

• The focus of EM’s environmental cleanup work under the Justice40 
Initiative is soil and groundwater remediation. 

• EM has been interacting with stakeholders on the Justice40 Initiative 
through presentations, listening sessions, conference calls, in-person and 
virtual meetings, and workshops. 
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• DOE’s Radioactive Waste Management Manual (M435.1-1) has the
current “tiered” policy on treatment, storage, and disposal:

DOE waste shall be treated, stored, and in the case of low-level waste,  
disposed of at the site where the waste is generated, if practical, or at  
another DOE facility. If DOE capabilities are not practical or cost 
effective,  exemptions may be approved to allow use of non-DOE 
facilities for the  storage, treatment, or disposal of DOE radioactive 
waste …

• Waste disposal is always fully protective of worker and public health and 
the environment and in compliance with applicable Federal, state, and 
local requirements, with necessary permit(s), license(s), and approval(s) 
for the specific waste.

• Sufficient LLW/MLLW disposal capacity exists at DOE and commercial 
facilities to support the EM cleanup mission.    

Waste Disposal Considerations
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• DOE Order 435.1, Radioactive Waste Management, and its Manual 
(M435.1-1) contains DOE’s internal requirements to ensure DOE 
radioactive waste is managed in a manner that is protective of worker 
and public health and safety, and the environment

• DOE has begun working on updates to the Order and reconstituting the 
Guide

• Updates will incorporate lessons learned from more than 20 years of 
implementation and administrative changes

• DOE is committed to providing opportunities for stakeholders to provide 
feedback and stay informed about DOE’s update effort

DOE Order 435.1 Update 
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High-Level Radioactive Waste (HLW) 
Interpretation

• Current efforts focused on completion of National Environmental Policy Act 
Analysis of 2nd Waste Stream, i.e., Draft Environmental Assessment for the 
Commercial Disposal of Savannah River Site Contaminated Process Equipment 
(DOE/EA-2154), issued December 21, 2021, for 45-day public comment 
ending February 4, 2022

• DOE also issued a Federal Register Notice on December 21, 2021, affirming 
its HLW interpretation

• DOE is proceeding deliberatively with proactive stakeholder engagement 
throughout the HLW interpretation process

• A Final EA is being developed after consideration of public comments on the 
draft EA

• This will be followed by either a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) or a 
determination to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement.  If a FONSI, a 
technical evaluation and waste determination will also be issued and made 
available on the EM HLW interpretation website.
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Depleted Uranium (DU) 

• DOE issued a Record of Decision in June 2020 to disposition at one or more of 
the disposal sites evaluated in the Final DU Oxide Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement 

– EnergySolutions near Clive, Utah; Waste Control Specialists LLC (WCS) near Andrews, 
Texas, and DOE’s Nevada National Security Site (NNSS) in Nye County, Nevada. 

• DOE will only ship to the selected commercial site(s) if the facility is authorized to 
receive DU oxide.   (WCS Federal Waste Facility is licensed)

• In July 2022, EnergySolutions submitted a license application to Utah Division of 
Waste Management and Radiation Control (DWMRC) for a Federal cell to dispose 
of DOE DU.  DWMRC, began technical review in September 2022.

• Disposal timing is dependent on appropriations; funding was received in fiscal 
year (FY) 2022 to initiate infrastructure upgrades needed to achieve lifecycle 
shipping rates and complete a limited shipping campaign

• In FY 2022, the project recertified 40 gondola railcars (20 at each site) for near-
term shipments, with each railcar capable of shipping six oxide cylinders

• Shipments of 10 rail cars to WCS from both Paducah and Portsmouth facilities as 
a “special train” are planned for FY 2023 (20 railcars in total)
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Emerging Issue:  Per- and 
Polyfluoroalkyl Substances  (PFAS)

• Deputy Secretary Memo (September 2021)

• Discontinues use of aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) except in 
emergencies

• Suspends PFAS disposal unless approved on a case-by-case basis by 
the Head of Departmental Element (i.e., EM-1)

• PFAS Strategic Roadmap (July 2022)

• Nearing release of an initial assessment that presents a first look of 
the presence of PFAS at DOE sites.

• Developing internal guidance…to support the handling, storage, and 
disposal of PFAS-contaminated materials and wastes (March 2023)

• NNSS Administrative Waste Acceptance Criteria (March 2022)

• Waste generator to include any PFAS information in the waste profile

NEW  DOE PFAS website:
www.energy.gov/pfas
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LLW/MLLW Data  (MIMS and WIMS)

16

Manifest Information Management System (MIMS) 
• MIMS is the public source for manifest data of non-DOE LLW shipped to commercial 

disposal facilities to meet the provisions in 42 U.S.C. 2021g(a).

• States/compacts are the primary stakeholders; data collected for 35 years.

• Data is available for currently operating commercial LLW disposal facilities and the 
closed Beatty, Nevada, site.  

o Barnwell (Atlantic Compact), EnergySolutions of Utah, Richland (Northwest Compact/Rocky 
Mountain Compact), and Waste Control Specialists (Texas Compact).

• Includes calendar year 2021 data from the 4 commercial facilities.

• Visit MIMS at: https: //mims.doe.gov

Waste Information Management System (WIMS) 
• Includes DOE planned LLW/MLLW treatment/disposal forecast

• Annually updated and website maintained by Florida International University

• Out-year data reflects uncertainty due to site funding adjustments, federal budget 
process, DOE priorities.

• Visit WIMS at: https://emwims.org
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DOE Complex-wide LLW/Mixed Low-Level Waste 
(MLLW) Disposal Volume* by Disposal Location

NNSS**

**"NNSS" represents waste generated outside of Nevada that was disposed at NNSS

* Does not include waste labeled “unknown” or “other”
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Thank you for your Attention


